Inhibition of the glycolytic enzymes in the trypanosome: an approach in the development of new leads in the therapy of parasitic diseases.
Glycolysis in the trypanosome represents an important target for the development of new therapeutic agents due to the fact that this metabolism is essential for the parasite, glucose being its sole source of energy. In addition, different features of this metabolism and those associated with glycolytic enzymes offer opportunities for the development of efficient and selective compounds. Examples are given in this work of inhibitors directed to the enzymes aldolase and glyceraldehyde-phosphate-dehydrogenase and also of molecules acting specifically on the clusters of basic amino-acids present at the surfaces of the glycolytic enzymes in the parasite.